
RICO 

Refine, Invent, Connect, Own 

Habits of Mind Learning Reflection 

The main focus of our reflections on learning will consider the critical thinking skills of RICO: 

Refine, Invent, Connect, Own. 

Questions to ask and write about: 

Refine: Once you have drafted and played with your ideas, how will you (and how did you) refine 

them to clarify and elaborate on your understanding, your intention and meaning, and your 

sharing of these ideas? Have you conveyed your message for the reader?  

Invent: During your discovery process of gathering, playing with, and drafting your ideas, how 

will you turn them into your ideas and in what form will that invention take? How did you take 

risks and push yourself to discover more? How does the reader know these are your ideas and 

your voice? 

Connect: Who is the audience, and how does the work connect with your audience? What is the 

context?  During your discovery process of gathering, playing with, and drafting your ideas, what 

connections helped you a) discover what is important and appropriate for you and your audience, 

b) invent your place in these ideas, and c) decide on the format of sharing your ideas for your 

audience? How did you decide your audience needed these ideas using these words, this style, 

and in this format? 

Own: As you review your process and your product, what is it within the process and product that 

makes this idea and this piece truly yours? Are you proud of your work? What do you need to be 

successful? What are your strengths and weaknesses? 

As you choose projects, gather evidence, draft ideas, plan presentations, and offer your reflection 

on the process and product, what did you learn? If you consider your refinement, inventiveness, 

connections, and ownership, your learning of how and what will be clear. Think of the questions 

above, and refer to this rubric to help you reflect on your learning. What have you learned, what 

are you learning, and what do you still need to learn? 

 



 
Scale Refine Invent Connect Own 

 Organizes work in 
understandable, 
compelling manner 

Communication 
of findings 
(technical or 
literary) is vivid, 
thorough and 
accurate 

Uses a variety 
of content to 
explain ideas 

Uses primary 
and secondary 
sources 

Creates a 
comprehensive, 
well-reasoned, 
 organized 
presentation 
with clear 
sequencing of 
ideas and 
transitions, 
supported by 
related details 

Uses language 
that is 
interesting and 
well suited to 
topic and 
audience 

Uses language 
that is accurate 
and equitable 

Draws 
conclusions 
from 
evidence to: 

Hypothesize 
or imagine 
other issues 
relevant to 
this topic 

Respond to 
"What if?" 
questions 
and changes 
of 
circumstance 

Expresses 
insights that: 

Show 
importance 
of key 
concepts in 
information to 
other  larger 
or more 
specific 
topics 

Takes risk 
and tries new 
genres, 
styles, 
language, 
etc. 

Shows clear understanding of issues and 
concepts 

Demonstrate personal understanding and 
meaning 

Demonstrates ability to research key issues 

Expresses insights that: 

Link concepts and issues with those from other 
subjects 

Show how research connects to other topics, 
careers, local issues 

Work is strongly targeted toward a specific 
audience 

Develops ideas and content for audience and 
purpose 

Considers multiple perspectives 

Demonstrates understanding of subtleties and 
differences among perspectives 

Detects bias, stereotype, overgeneralization, 
association 

Develops effective personal voice for 
audience and purpose 

Uses language to influence others 
(persuade, convince, correct, 
disagree) 

Uses appropriate humor, slang, 
idioms, and conversational styles 
according to audience and purpose 

Shows awareness of cultural 
premises, assumptions, and world 
views in order to effectively 
communicate cross-culturally 

Am I proud of 
the work I am 
doing? 

What do I 
need to be 
successful? 

What are your 
strengths and 
weaknesses? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3 Surpasses Surpasses Surpasses Surpasses 
2 Meets Meets Meets Meets 
1 Needs More Needs More Needs More Needs More 

Surpasses Distinguished responses. Demonstrates exceptional critical thinking and 
understanding, answers all questions completely, poses new questions, 
demonstrates skills and concepts in an exceptional manner. 

Meets Competent Responses. Convincing; demonstrates skills and understanding in 
almost all regards, makes appropriate connections, answers questions completely, 
clearly, and effectively. 

Needs 
More 

Inadequate responses. Needs improvement in several areas, unclear or incomplete, 
insufficient demonstration of skills or understanding. Re-do. 

 
Adapted from the Boston Arts Academy at: http://baa.learningnetworks.com/Pages/baa_about/index	  
See	  at:	  https://sites.google.com/a/nsdeagles.org/writing-‐5-‐8/assignments/requirements-‐and-‐
resources/rubrics	  


